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oe °FVAN A HE cuftom of puELLING is moft 


al evidently zhe refult of the paffions of 
the many, and lof the defigns of a few; 
‘but here the definition {tops ; fince 
) far from being. the ape of reafon, it 


ES: ye pli in open defiance of it. It 


nek 


PCIe 


a the manifeft Sateen of barbarity and folly, a mon- 
ftrous birth, and diftinguifhed by the ‘moft fhocking 
and ridiculous marks of both it’s parents. 

I wouxp not willingly give offence to the politer part 
of my readers, whom I acknowledge to be my beft 
cuftomers, and therefore I will not fo much as hint at 
the impiety of this practice ; nor will I labour to fhow 
how repugnant it is to inftinct, reafon, and every moral 
and focial obligation, even to the fafhionable fitne/s of 
things, . Viewed on the criminal fide, it excites horror ; 
on the abfurd fide, it is an inexhauftible fund of ridi- 
~ cule. The Guilt has been confidered and expofed by 
abler 
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abler pens than mine, and indeed ought to be cenfured 
with more dignity, than a fugitive weekly paper can 
pretend to: I hall therefore content myfelf with ridi- 
culing the Folly of it. 

THE ancients muft certainly have had very imperfect 
hotions of Honour, for they had none of DUELLING, 
One reads, it is true, of murders committed every now 
and then among the Greeks and the Romans, prompt- 
ed only by intereft or revenge, and performed without 
the leaft Attic politenefs, or Roman urbanity. No letters 
of gentle invitation were fent to any man to come and 
have his throat cut the next motning ; and we may 
obferve that Milo had not the common decency to give 
Clodius, the moft profligate of men, the moft danger- 
ous of citizens, and his own inveterate enemy, an equal 
chance of deftroying him. 

Tus delicacy of fentiment, this refinement of man- 
ners, was referved for the politer Goths, Vifigoths, Of 
‘trogoths, Vandals, &c. to introduce, cultivate and efta- 
‘blifh. I muft confefs that they have generally been 
-confidered as barbarous nations; and to be {ure there 
‘are fome circumftances which’ feem to favour that o- 
pinion. They made open war upon learning, and gave 
no quarter even to the monuments of arts and fciences. 
But then it muft be owned, on the other hand, that upon 
thofe ruins, they eftablifhed the honourable and noble 

fcience of Homicipe, dignified, exalted and afcertained 
TRUE HONOUR, worfhipped it as their deity, and facri- 
ficed to it hecatombs of human viétims, 

In thofe happy days, Honour, that is, fingle combat, 
was the great and unerring teft of civil rights, moral 
actions and found doétrines. It was fandtified by the 
church ; and the churchmen were occafionally allowed 
the honour and pleafure of it; for we read of many in- 
ftances of DuELs between Men and Priefts. N ay, it was 

without 
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without appeal, the infallible teft of female chaftity. If 
a princefs, or any lady of diftinction, was fufpected of a 
little incontinency, fome brave champion who was com- 


monly privy to, or perhaps the author of it, ftood forth 
in her defence, and afferted her innocence with the 


point of his {word or lance. If by his attivity, fkill; 
ftrength and courage, he murdered the accufer, the 
lady was fpotlefs; but if her champion fell, her guilt 
was manifeft. This heroic gallantry’ in defence of the 
fair, I prefume, occafioned that affociation of ideas (other- 


wile feemingly unrelative to each other) of thé BRAVE 
and the FAIR: for indeed in thofé days it behoved a la- 
dy, who had the leaft regard’ for her reputation, to 


chufé a lover of uncommon attivity, ftrength and cou- 
rage. This notion, as I am well affured, ftill prevails in 
many reputable families about’ Covent-Garden, where 
the Brave in the kitchen, are always within call of 
the rarr in the firft or fecond flor. 

By this fummary method of proceeding,’ ‘the quib- 
bles, the delays and the expence of the law were avoid- 
ed, and the troublefome fhackles of the gofpel Knocked 
off; HONOUR ruling in their ftead. To prove the uti- 
lity and juftice of this method, I cannot help mention- 
ing a very extraordinary putt between a man of dif 
tinction and a dog, in the year 1371 in prefence of king 
Charles the fifth of France. Both the relation and the 
print of this puet are to be found in father Montfaucon. 

A GENTLEMAN of the court ‘was fuppofed to have 
murdered another, who had been miffing for fome days. 
This fufpicion arofe from the mute teftimony of the ab- 
fent perfon’s dog, a large Irifh greyhound, who with 
uncommon rage, attacked this fuppofed murdere . 
wherever he met him. As he was a gentleman, and 
a man of very nice honour (though by the way he 
really had murdered the man) he could not bear lying 

. under 
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under fo difhonourable a fufpicion, and therefore ap- 
plied to the king for leave to juftify his innocence by 
fingle combat with the faid dog. The king, being a 
great lover of juftice, granted his fuit, ordered the lifts 
to be made ready, appointed the time and named the 
weapons. The gentleman. was to have an offenfive 
club in his. hand, ‘the dog a defenfive tub to refort to 
occafionally. The Irith, greyhound willingly met this 
fair inviter at the time. and place appointed ; for it has 
always been obfervable of that particular breed, that they 
have an uncommon alacrity at fingle combat. They 
fought ; the dog prevailed, and almoft killed the ho- 
nourable gentleman, who had then the honour to con- 
fefs his guilt, and of being hanged for it in a very few 
days. | 

Wuen letters, arts, and fciences revived in Europe, 
the fcience of HomicipeE was farther cultivated and im- 


proved. If on the one hand it loft a little of the extent 
of it’s jurifdiction, on the other, it acquired great pre- 
cifion, clearnefs and beauty, by the care and pains of the 
very beft Italian and Spanifh authors, who reduced it 
into a regular body, and enlightened the world with their 


admirable codes, digefts, pandects and reports, della caval- 
Jerefca, in fome hundreds of vciumes. Almoft all poffible 
cafes of HOoNoUR were confidered and ftated ; two and 
thirty different forts of lies were diftinguifhed ; and the 
adequate fatisfaction necefiary for each, was with great 
folidity and precifion afcertained. A kick with a thin 
fhoe was declared more injurious to honour, (though not 
fo painful tothe part kicked) than a kick with a thick 
fhoe ; and in fhort, a thoufand other difcoveries of the 
like nature, equally beneficial to fociety, were commu- 
nicated to the world in thofe voluminous treafures of 
HONOUR. 

In 
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In ‘the ‘prefent degenerate age, thofe fundamental 
laws of HONOUR are exploded and ridiculed; ‘and ‘fin- 
gle combat thought a very uncertain, and even unjuft 
decifion of civil property, female chaftity and ‘criminal 
accufations: but Iwould humbly afk why? Is not 
fingle combat as juft a decifion of'any other thing what- 
foever, as it is Of veracity, the cafe to which it is how 
in a manner confined? I am of opinion that there are 
more men who will lie and fight too, than there are who 
will lieand not fight ; becaufe I believe there are more 
men in the world who have, than who want courage. 
But if fighting is the teft of veracity, my readers of con- 
dition will‘I hope pardon me when I fay, that my future 

“inquigies and refearches ‘after truth, hall be altogether 
confined to the three regiments of guards. 

THERE is one reafon indeed which makes me fufpect 
that a DUEL may not'always be the infallible criterion of 
veracity, and that is, that the combatants very rarely 
‘meet upon equal térms.. I beg leave to ftate a cafe, 
‘which may ‘very probably, and not even unfrequently 
happen, “and which ‘yet is not- provided for, nor even 
mentioned in the INSTITUTES OF HONOUR. 

A very fean, flender, ‘active young fellow of great 
HONOUR, ’ weighing perhaps not quite twelve ftone, and 
who has ftom his youth taken leffons of Homicipe 
‘from a mutder-mafter, has, or thinks he has, :a point 
of honour to difcufs with an unwieldy, fat, middle-aged 
gentleman, of nice HONOUR likewife, weighing four and 
twenty ftone, and who in his youth ‘may not poffibly 
have had the fame commendable application to the no- 
ble fcience of Homicapz, The lean gentleman fends a 
very tivil letter to the fat one, inviting him to come and 
be killed ‘by him the next motnihg in Hyde-park. 
Should the fat gentleman accept this invitation, and 
waddle to the place appointed, he goes to inevitable 
flaughter.. Now upon this ftate of the cafe, might 
not the fat gentleman, confiftent with the rules of Ho- 

NOUR, 
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nour, return the following anfwer to the invitation of 
the lean one? 


SiR, 
“«< T rinp by your letter that you do me the juftice to 
believe that I have the true notions of honour that be- 
come a gentleman ; and I hope I fhall never give you 
any reafon to change your opinion. As I entertain 
the fame opinion of you, I muft fuppofe that you 
would not defire we fhould meet upon very unequal 
terms, which mutt be the cafe, were we to meet to- 
morrow. At prefent I unfortunately weigh four-and- 
twenty ftone, and I guefs that you do not exceed 
twelve. From this circumftance fingly, Iam double 
the mark that you are; but befides this, you are ac- 
tive, andI am unwieldy. I therefore propofe to you 
that from this day forwards, we feverally endeavour 
by all poffible means, you to fatten, and I to watte, 
till we can meet at the medium of eighteen ftone. 
I will lofe no time on my part, being impatient to 
prove to you that] am not quite unworthy of the 
good opinion which you are pleafed to exprefs for 
Sir, Your very bumble fervant. 
« P, §, I BELIEVE it may not be amifs for us to com- 
municate to each other from time to time, our grada- 
tions of increafe and decreafe towards the defired medi- 
um, in which I prefume, two or three pounds more or 
lets on either fide, ought not to be confidered.” 
Tuis, among many more cafes that I could mention, 


fufficiently proves, not only the expediency, but the 
neceffity of reftoring, revifing and perhaps adding to the 
practice, rules and ftatutes of fingle combat, as it flou- 
rifhed in the fifteenth and fixteenth centuries. I grant 
that it would probably make the common law ufelefs , 
but little trifling and private interefts ought not to ftand 
in the way of great public and national advantages. 
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